
Message for October 29, 2017 

Truth Matters 

John 18:33-38 New Living Translation (NLT) 

33 Then Pilate went back into his headquarters and called for Jesus to be 

brought to him. “Are you the king of the Jews?” he asked him. 

34 Jesus replied, “Is this your own question, or did others tell you about me?” 

35 “Am I a Jew?” Pilate retorted. “Your own people and their leading priests 

brought you to me for trial. Why? What have you done?” 

36 Jesus answered, “My Kingdom is not an earthly kingdom. If it were, my 

followers would fight to keep me from being handed over to the Jewish 

leaders. But my Kingdom is not of this world.” 

37 Pilate said, “So you are a king?” 

Jesus responded, “You say I am a king. Actually, I was born and came into 

the world to testify to the truth. All who love the truth recognize that what I 

say is true.” 

38 “What is truth?” Pilate asked. Then he went out again to the people and 

told them, “He is not guilty of any crime. 

“My friend,” John Adams wrote to Thomas Jefferson toward the end of both 

their lives, “you and I have lived in serious times.” 

(Just a footnote: Adams and Jefferson both died on July 4, 1826). 

Church Family, we live in serious times. 

We Live in an age of information but are starving for truth. 

 

 Paul invites us to respond like this: 

2 Timothy 2:25 New Living Translation (NLT) 

25 Gently instruct those who oppose the truth. Perhaps God will change those 

people’s hearts, and they will learn the truth. 

 



Why do we do this, simple… God loves lost people and we should too. 

 

Jesus declares for us: 

John 14:6 New Living Translation (NLT) 

6 …“I am the way, the truth, and the life. No one can come to the Father 

except through me. 

 

We want to point others to Christ. 

 

Hezekiah, became king at 25 years old, ruled for 29 years. The Lord was with 

him and he prospered wherever he went. 

 

2 Kings 18:3 New Living Translation (NLT) 

3 He did what was pleasing in the LORD’s sight, just as his ancestor David had 

done. 

 

Manasseh, ruled Judah for 55 years, practiced idolatry  

 

2 Kings 21:6 New Living Translation (NLT) 

6 Manasseh also sacrificed his own son in the fire.[a] He practiced sorcery and 

divination, and he consulted with mediums and psychics. He did much that 

was evil in the LORD’s sight, arousing his anger. 

 

Amon, became king at 22 years old, reigned for 2 years. He was as bad as his 

dad. 

 

2 Kings 21:20 New Living Translation (NLT) 

20 He did what was evil in the LORD’s sight, just as his father, Manasseh, had 

done. 

 

Josiah, became king at 8 years old, reigned for 31 years.    

 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=2+Kings+21%3A6&version=NLT#fen-NLT-10102a


Josiah was leading the repairing of God’s House and in the process a scroll 

was found, Holy Scripture. 

Josiah had it read, realizing their sin, he repented and felt remorse and led his 

nation in returning to the truth.  

Listen to what is recorded about Josiah.  

2 Kings 22:2 New Living Translation (NLT) 

2 He did what was pleasing in the LORD’s sight and followed the example of his 

ancestor David. He did not turn away from doing what was right. 

 

Four generation, only two of the four kings decided to follow the truth. 

 

Does truth matter? 
 

 

  

Jesus said, “If you abide in my word, you are truly my 

disciples, and you will know the truth, and the truth will 

set you free” (John 8:31-32). 

We are invited to live by the truth.                         

No culture can survive without this. “Thy word is truth 

and abides forever.” 

Those who weaken their hold on truth, weaken their hold 

on God. 

Remember who you are and to whom you belong. 

                                                 AMEN 

 

 

    



 

 

 

 

 

 

 


