
 

BY YOUR GIFTS 

BY YOUR PRESENCE 

BY YOUR SERVICE 

BY YOUR PRAYERS 

BY YOUR GIFTS 

Psalm 24:1 GOD’S WORD Translation (GW) 

1 The earth and everything it contains are the LORD’s. 

The world and all who live in it are His. 

In all my years of ministry I have never heard one of my clergy colleges say: 

we have more money than the church needs. I have found that sometimes 

pastors will say that their congregation has outgiven their budget. But never 

do they say, they have too much.  

This morning we are talking about “By Our Gifts”. There are different ways 

of defining Our Gifts”. There are Spiritual Gifts… Natural gifts… But we are 

defining “Our Gifts” as our Financial giving.  

We will cut right to the quick… we are going to be talking money, specifically 

“giving money” 

The Mission is too big and the needs too great to not always need more. 

I am thinking of the ministry that we have not yet engaged in.  

We haven’t arrived, Kingdom work is still going on, we have a calling, every 

one of us.   

We are to be “All In”. 



So this morning I am going to talk unapologetically about what Scripture 

addresses time and time again: Money and Possessions. Some 2,000 times. 

That is a lot for us to never want to talk about it. 

The reason is so important: Because it’s connected to the spiritual. 

Two disclaimers before we start: Please do not see this as an ‘annual 

obligatory money sermon’ and God forbid that you would see this as a ‘beg-a-

thon’       It is neither.                                                        

In a typical church, about 50% of the households do not contribute 

financially…Why do you think that is? 

Handle money honestly and responsibly 

• “Pay to all what is owed to them: taxes to whom taxes are owed, 

revenue to whom revenue is owed, respect to whom respect is 

owed, honor to whom honor is owed.” 

—Romans 13:7 ESV 

Here are 3 reasons people do not give. 

1 – Personal Debt 

Student loan debt. Car loans and credit card debt.                                                         

Debt reduces people’s capacity to be generous to the church. 

The Bible doesn’t discourage wealth, it simply tells us to get the priority right.  

So the honest question to ask ourselves often… What is our priority? 

The first step to increasing our capacity for giving is getting our priorities in 

order. 

—Hudson Taylor, Missionary to China reminds us: 

 



“Small things are small things, but faithfulness with a small thing is a big  

thing.” 

 

Matthew 6:33 Good News Translation (GNT) 

33 Instead, be concerned above everything else with the Kingdom of God and 

with what He requires of you, and He will provide you with all these other 

things.         

2 – Consumer Attitude 

It is easy to buy into the message that stuff will bring more joy, more security 

and more happiness. Our culture tells us to buy and buy and buy… Because 

what we are looking for is just around the corner.                                                                                                                                           

What do we do: Encourage one another to participate in hands-on mission 

work. It will help us with our perspective. It will help us to develop a more 

grateful and thankful heart.  

Matthew 6:20 Good News Translation (GNT) 

20 Instead, store up riches for yourselves in heaven, where moths and rust 

cannot destroy, and robbers cannot break in and steal. 

3 – Fear 

Fear as much as any emotion shapes our attitudes. A common response to fear 

is to hang on tightly to what you have.  

What to do: We have a message of hope that is found in one’s faith in Jesus 

Christ.  

God gives generously so we can give generously. 

 



Trusting God is at the center of receiving and giving generously.                         

Trust is an expression of faith that God will come through for us.  

It’s a spiritual issue and faithfulness has its own reward. 

God is the Owner, but we are His managers and He has entrusted to be good 

stewards.  

We are accountable to the true Owner to be faithful in our finances. 

In order to use money in ways that glorify God, it’s important to first 

understand whose money it really is. 

The everyday choices we make regarding money will influence the very course 

of eternity.”  

—Randy Alcorn, Christian author 

Proverbs 3:9 GOD’S WORD Translation (GW) 

9     Honor the LORD with your wealth 

        and with the first and best part of all your income. 

 

Giving is part of our worship.  

In the act of giving we worship God.  

Author Richard Foster suggests that rather than approaching the question of 

giving as “How much of my money should I give God?” we should ask, “How 

much of God’s money should I keep for myself?” 

Giving is a privilege and an obligation. 

  

Remember who you are and to whom you belong. 

    AMEN 

 

 


