
Message for October 16, 2016                                                           

Prayer means more than just singing about it,                                                                                

it means more than just teaching on prayer,                                                                                                     

it will mean that you and I humble ourselves before Almighty God and pray. 

PRAYER 

James 5:13-18 New Living Translation (NLT) 

13 Are any of you suffering hardships? You should pray. Are any of you happy? 

You should sing praises. 14 Are any of you sick? You should call for the elders of 

the church to come and pray over you, anointing you with oil in the name of the 

Lord. 15 Such a prayer offered in faith will heal the sick, and the Lord will make 

you well. And if you have committed any sins, you will be forgiven. 

16 Confess your sins to each other and pray for each other so that you may be 

healed. The earnest prayer of a righteous person has great power and produces 

wonderful results. 17 Elijah was as human as we are, and yet when he prayed 

earnestly that no rain would fall, none fell for three and a half years! 18 Then, when 

he prayed again, the sky sent down rain and the earth began to yield its crops. 

“The Power of Prayer” 

There are over 600 prayers in the Bible. So when we talk about prayer this 

morning, it will be far from exhaustive.  

We talk about prayer to encourage each of us to pray. 

The Apostle Paul gives us the reason why? 

16 Rejoice always, 17 pray without ceasing, 18 give thanks in all circumstances; for 

this is the will of God in Christ Jesus for you.  

                                1 Thessalonians 5:16-18 English Standard Version (ESV) 

Prayer and Scripture are both tied to our spiritual health. 

Prayer begins with confession and with a repentant heart. 



William Carey missionary to India wrote, “Real prayer is life creating and life 

changing. And that secret, fervent, believing prayer lies at the root of all personal 

godliness”. 

So to pray means to change. Prayer is central to God transforming us. And if we 

are unwilling to change, we will abandon prayer as part of our life.                                                 

The closer we come to God through prayer the more we see our need and the more 

we desire to be conformed to Christ.  

All who walked with God have viewed prayer as their main business in life. 

                                                                                                                                                                                      

The Gospel writer Mark wrote: “And in the morning, a great while before day, He 

rose and went out to a lonely place, and prayed”. (He is talking about Jesus) 

The great church reformer, Martin Luther declared, “I have so much business I 

cannot get on without spending three hours daily in prayer.” 

John Hyde of India made prayer such a dominant characteristic that he was 

nicknamed “Praying Hyde”.    The Apostle James himself was known as “camel 

knees”. 

The mother of John and Charles Wesley, Susanna Wesley prayed: 

(you have got to love this Godly woman) 

 Thou art infinitely too great to be trifled with;                                                                                          

too wise to be imposed on by a mock devotion…                                                                                

save me from engaging in rash…                                                                                                                  

prayers and abrupt breaking away                                                                                                                 

to follow business or pleasure                                                                                                                                         

as though I had never prayed. 

She saw prayer as an essential part of her spiritual life and her husband and all her 

children greatly benefited from this praying wife and mother.  

I could go on and on naming these “giants of the faith” who prayed. 



Anyone of us could immediately be tempted to despair. We are not going there… 

none of us. That is not helpful. 

None of us are experts, we are all learning, so we can all be growing. 

Listen, God always meets us where we are and then slowly moves us along into 

“deeper things”. But we have to be willing to go deeper. 

The apostle Paul reminds us in 1 Corinthians 3:9a  

9 … we are co-workers in God’s service;  

                                          1 Corinthians 3:9a New International Version (NIV) 

That means that we are working with God to determine the outcome of events. 

Prayer is that powerful and that strong and that influential. 

We are working with God to determine the future. Now that is a tremendous 

responsibility that we carry. But that’s the way God wants it.                                                                    

Prayer puts us in partnership with God. Prayer helps to determine ultimate 

outcomes.  

That means we will need to be people of prayer. Not just occasionally, like a 

Sunday morning, or when we are in trouble, or at meal time. All those to be sure 

are times to pray. But what we are seeking is a prayer life that draws us into 

intimacy with the living God.   

John records in his Gospel these words of Jesus: 

John 15:7 New Living Translation (NLT) 

7 But if you remain in me and my words remain in you, you may ask for anything 

you want, and it will be granted!  

John Newton wrote: 

Thou art coming to a King 

Large petitions with thee bring, 

For His grace and power are such, 

None can ever ask too much. 



We are to attune ourselves to God. Without connecting with God our prayers 

become vain repetition.  

The Bible teaches us God’s character. We can only abide in His Word when we 

know His Word. 

Paul writes in Philippians 4 

6 Don’t worry about anything; instead, pray about everything.  

                                                      Philippians 4:6a New Living Translation (NLT) 

Here are the 2 operatives: “Don’t worry” instead “Pray” and get others to pray with 

you. 

In USA Today online this past week gave the results of “Chapman University 

Survey of American Fears.                                    

Many of the top 10 fears were beyond their control:                        

Here are the top 10 fears of 2016: 

 Corruption of government officials (same top fear as 2015) — 60.6% 

 Terrorist attacks — 41% 

 Not having enough money for the future — 39.9% 

 Being a victim of terror — 38.5% 

 Government restrictions on firearms and ammunition — 38.5% 

 People I love dying — 38.1% 

 Economic or financial collapse — 37.5% 

 Identity theft — 37.1% 

 People I love becoming seriously ill — 35.9% 

 The Affordable Health Care Act — 35.5% 

Philippians 4:6a New Living Translation (NLT) 

6 Don’t worry about anything; instead, pray about everything.  

Psalm 51:17b New Living Translation (NLT) 
17b  … You will not reject a broken and repentant heart, O God. 

A soft heart and a humble spirit is what pleases God. 



Prayer is all about submission. Whether we are praying for a need to be met, or we 

are expressing joy, both require surrender to God’s will. 

Prayer is the ultimate test of our faith. 

REMEMBER WHO YOU ARE AND TO WHOM YOU BELONG. 

AMEN 

 
 

 


