
 

Message for October 15, 2017. 

Our DNA 

Revelation 3:14-22 The Message (MSG) 

14 Write to Laodicea, to the Angel of the church. God’s Yes, the Faithful and 

Accurate Witness, the First of God’s creation, says: 

15-17 “I know you inside and out, and find little to my liking. You’re not cold, 

you’re not hot—far better to be either cold or hot! You’re stale. You’re 

stagnant. You make me want to vomit. You brag, ‘I’m rich, I’ve got it made, I 

need nothing from anyone,’ oblivious that in fact you’re a pitiful, blind 

beggar, threadbare and homeless. 

18 “Here’s what I want you to do: Buy your gold from me, gold that’s been 

through the refiner’s fire. Then you’ll be rich. Buy your clothes from me, 

clothes designed in Heaven. You’ve gone around half-naked long enough. And 

buy medicine for your eyes from me so you can see, really see. 

19 “The people I love, I call to account—prod and correct and guide so that 

they’ll live at their best. Up on your feet, then! About face! Run after God! 

20-21 “Look at me. I stand at the door. I knock. If you hear me call and open the 

door, I’ll come right in and sit down to supper with you. Conquerors will sit 

alongside me at the head table, just as I, having conquered, took the place of 

honor at the side of my Father. That’s my gift to the conquerors! 

22 “Are your ears awake? Listen. Listen to the Wind Words, the Spirit blowing 

through the churches.” 

 

"The measure of a life, after all, is not its duration, but its donation." —  

Corrie ten Boom                                                                                                                

The same might be said of a congregation. 

 

It’s not just identifying with a church or denomination that matters—its 

participation does! 

 

Jesus declared that not even the gates of hell will be able to keep it out" 

(Matthew 16:18). 



He was referring to the church. 

Jesus claimed that the church would be His ongoing incarnation.                                                                                                                                                           

You cannot fulfill God's mission to change the world, without participating.  

The Church (the community of Christ Followers), is to resist evil  and the 

secularization of culture.                                            

Our mission – is the great commission: To reach out to those who are 

estranged from Christ and turn them into fully-committed followers. 

Matthew 28:18b-20 Living Bible (TLB) 

18 … “I have been given all authority in heaven and earth. 19 Therefore go and 

make disciples in all the nations, baptizing them into the name of the Father 

and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 20 and then teach these new disciples to 

obey all the commands I have given you; and be sure of this—that I am with 

you always, even to the end of the world.”  

                                                                                                                                          

Nothing else we could do would have the global impact of this cause. 

To be sure we need this time of (1) Fellowship (2) Hearing from God through 

His Word (3) Prayers that are offered and (4) time of Worship.                       

It is a time to be spiritually refreshed, encouraged and built up in our faith. 

It is a sacred time.  But then we head back to culture to recapture the soul of a 

lost and weary world.                                                

We don’t live in a neutral environment…  

This is a for real battle with the god of this world fully entrenched.                                     

There is only one domain beyond his control that stands in the way of total 

dominion: the body of Christ, you and I and every other Christ Follower.  

We are it. Jesus did not devise a plan “B”.                                              



And according to Jesus' words, the church is not only to take a stand against 

evil… but to fully engage against it. 

In the end, it’s our faith in Christ that provides meaning, and a sense of 

belonging, and of purpose and ultimately hope for something beyond us or 

our circumstances.  

Jesus asks the question: 

Matthew 11:28f The Message (MSG) 

28f “Are you tired? Worn out? Burned out on religion? Come to me. Get away 

with me and you’ll recover your life. I’ll show you how to take a real rest. 

Walk with me and work with me—watch how I do it.  

Jesus is not talking about taking a vacation. He is admonishing us to live life 

on purpose.                                                                                                                           

There is an urgency about bringing people to Jesus.                                  

Chuck Colson used to say that Christianity offers the world a great 

proposal—a better way to live and flourish—an invitation to the wedding 

feast of the Lamb. 

We have the invitations . . . are we handing them out? 

     AMEN 

Remember who you are and to whom you belong. 

 

 


