
Message For July 16, 2017 

Standing in the Gap 

Ezekiel 22:30 New Living Translation (NLT) 

30 “I looked for someone who might rebuild the wall of righteousness that 

guards the land. I searched for someone to stand in the gap in the wall so I 

wouldn’t have to destroy the land, but I found no one. 

The prophet Ezekiel gives us the words of the Lord in Ezekiel 22:30, 

Although this verse deals with the sins of Jerusalem, I believe that we can 

apply it directly to our lives.                                                                                              

The is a very sad verse because Jerusalem was in a real mess, a horrible state 

and the Lord was saying through the prophet Ezekiel that He was searching 

for someone who would intercede for Jerusalem and do what was necessary to 

save her.                                                               

When He looked He found no one who would who would be willing to 

intercede for the city or for the nation.                                          

There are times when we are in sad shape because of illness or life 

circumstances and we need the prayers of others to hold us up and encourage 

us. 

I think that disappointment and discouragement are two of the biggest battles 

that people face and especially if they are facing them alone.                                                                                                                                                

We may not even be able to pray in our own behalf because of our situation. 

That is when I believe God calls Christians to especially pray on behalf of 

others.                                                                                                                                    



This kind of praying requires commitment on the part of the person doing the 

praying. It is not just a quick one time prayer that we throw at the ceiling.             

We pray until we see results.  You have heard of the acronym: P.U.S.H. 

PRAY UNTIL SOMETHING HAPPENS 

It is really a privilege to stand in the gap for another person.                                            

We are in a relationship with a God who cannot lie.  

The entire Bible teaches that it is prayer that releases the power of God in our 

lives. 

God’s motives for answering prayer demonstrates the love relationship 

between the church and God the Father, between God and His people. 

More than blessing us, receiving answers to prayer glorifies God.   

God’s purpose is for us to continue in prayer. We are to keep on asking and 

keep on receiving, that His name might be glorified, and that He might change 

us even as we pray for others. 

In the Gospel of Luke Jesus tells a story about a widow who keeps coming 

before a judge asking for justice. (she wants her case heard) 

We are told that this judge “neither feared God nor cared about people”.                                                                           

The judge ignored her for a while, but finally he said to himself, ‘I don’t fear 

God or care about people, 5 but this woman is driving me crazy.                                    

I’m going to see that she gets justice, (not because I really care), but because 

she is wearing me out with her constant requests!’” 



The unjust judge finally rendered a just decision in the end. Don’t you think 

God will give justice to His own people who cry out to Him. Will He keep 

putting them off?    

God is the just judge. Unlike the unjust judge, God desires to answer prayer. 

You do not have to nag God. 

Our faith is based in the trust we have in the character of God as our 

Heavenly Father.                                                                                                                        

It is God’s desire to answer prayer but not always the same way we ask. 

Consider the following opposing philosophies about prayer: 

John Wesley taught that “God does nothing except in answer to prayer.” 

This is the method God has chosen to use. He is sovereign, He has all the 

power but chooses us to work with Him, by using the gift of prayer.  

The fatalist on the other hand says: “Que sera sera”     “What will be, will be”. 

The fatalist is convinced that prayer has no effect. So the fatalist doesn’t pray.  

Those who are in between these two opinions, either don’t pray or pray with 

little conviction. Basically ineffective. 

Many of you have experienced the power of prayer in your life and have the 

testimony that prayer works. 

God is asking His church – who will stand in the Gap. 

May we all jump to our feet and raise our hand – declaring! 



We’ll stand in the Gap, we’ll pray. 

Remember who you are (people of prayer) and to whom you belong. 

     AMEN 
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