
Message from May 28, 2017. 

Kingdom Lifestyle 

Matthew 5:13-16 New Living Translation (NLT) 

13 “You are the salt of the earth. But what good is salt if it has lost its flavor? 

Can you make it salty again? It will be thrown out and trampled underfoot as 

worthless. 

14 “You are the light of the world—like a city on a hilltop that cannot be 

hidden. 15 No one lights a lamp and then puts it under a basket. Instead, a 

lamp is placed on a stand, where it gives light to everyone in the house. 16 In 

the same way, let your good deeds shine out for all to see, so that everyone will 

praise your heavenly Father. 

There is so much darkness in the world. We observed that just this past week 

as we watched the tragedy unfold in Manchester, England. 

At least 22 dead and 60 injured to various degrees. It’s dark out there. There 

is no flavor in that event. 

13 “You are the salt of the earth…                                                                                                   
14 “You are the light of the world 

Whenever you study scripture, you look at what was just said and then what 

followed, so you keep it in the context of what was meant. 

Just before is what we call the Beatitudes:  

Blessed are the poor in spirit  

Blessed are they who mourn 

Blessed are the meek  

Blessed are they who hunger and thirst for righteousness,  

Blessed are the merciful 

Blessed are the pure of heart  

Blessed are the peacemakers  

Blessed are they who are persecuted for the sake of righteousness  

                                                    Gospel of St. Matthew 5:3-10  

 

Jesus is teaching us a lifestyle, more specifically a Kingdom Lifestyle. 

http://biblescripture.net/Matthew.html


Then we come to Verses 13-16… The lifestyle that we are to model that will 

change the world. 

By using the analogy of “salt” and “light”, Jesus wants us to influence our 

world. 

Salt preserves what is good, or we say salt brings the right flavor out. 

Light always breaks the darkness. 

Both salt and light pushes against evil. It slows it down. 

Jesus wants us to influence the moral and spiritual climate of the world. And 

we can only have that impact if we live the Kingdom Lifestyle. 

The Apostle Paul writes in Philippians: 

Philippians 2:14-16 The Message (MSG) 

14-16 Do everything readily and cheerfully—no bickering, no second-guessing 

allowed! Go out into the world uncorrupted, a breath of fresh air in this 

squalid and polluted society. Provide people with a glimpse of good living and 

of the living God. Carry the light-giving Message into the night so I’ll have 

good cause to be proud of you on the day that Christ returns. You’ll be living 

proof that I didn’t go to all this work for nothing. 

What we have in the Beatitudes is a description of Kingdom citizens, in other 

words believers in Christ, and the metaphors of Salt and Light indicate the 

Christian’s influence in our culture. 

Understand that your life and the life of Maplewood will have either a 

negative or a positive effect. 

Live responsibly in order to bring Glory to God. 

Matthew 5:13-16 The Message (MSG) 

13 “Let me tell you why you are here. You’re here to be salt-seasoning that 

brings out the God-flavors of this earth. If you lose your saltiness, how will 

people taste godliness? You’ve lost your usefulness and will end up in the 

garbage. 



14-16 “Here’s another way to put it: You’re here to be light, bringing out the 

God-colors in the world. God is not a secret to be kept. We’re going public 

with this, as public as a city on a hill. If I make you light-bearers, you don’t 

think I’m going to hide you under a bucket, do you? I’m putting you on a light 

stand. Now that I’ve put you there on a hilltop, on a light stand—shine! Keep 

open house; be generous with your lives. By opening up to others, you’ll 

prompt people to open up with God, this generous Father in heaven. 

To be like Jesus means to commit to living a Kingdom Lifestyle. 

Begin to show the world who God is and that He loves people through Christ. 

Remember who you are and to whom you belong. 

      AMEN 

 

 

 

 


