
Make Your Mark 

FIRST the Prayer… 

Psalm 25:4-5 New Living Translation (NLT) 

4 Show me the right path, O LORD; 

    point out the road for me to follow. 
5 Lead me by your truth and teach me, 

    for you are the God who saves me. 

    All day long I put my hope in you. 

 

SECOND the Promise… 

Isaiah 30:20b-21 New Living Translation (NLT) 

20b  …He will still be with you to teach you. 

    You will see your teacher with your own eyes. 
21 Your own ears will hear Him. 

    Right behind you a voice will say, 

“This is the way you should go,” 

    whether to the right or to the left. 

 

We all have a vested interest in our 2017 graduates. 

 

We have all had input into their lives, some more than others, parents the 

most. 

 

This day seemed a long ways off. They were only 8 years old when I first saw 

them.  

 

Pastors, Sunday School teachers, youth leaders… we have all had an impact 

on their lives. An entire congregation has an impact. 

 

And we all count it a privilege. And because we all have such an investment in 

you we want the very best for you… as you make your mark. 

 

I want to take a few minutes to give you a heads up and a word of 

encouragement so you know what to do. 

 



Those with letters after their name who eschew God, tell filled lecture halls 

that religious faith is irrational, anti-scientific, anti-intellectual.      

It’s none of the above.                               

And that the only way you could be a Christian would be to check your brains 

at the door.  Don’t believe it. 

We are to have the “Mind of Christ” 

So does faith decline as education climbs? Contrary to the belief of some, it is 

not because there you discover that all religion is bogus.  

No, it is because there you are told that all religion is bogus. 

There's a difference. 

One clear biblical mandate is to know why you believe what you believe, the 

Apostle Peter says:                           

 1 Peter 3:15b New Living Translation (NLT) 

15b  …if someone asks about your hope as a believer, always be ready to 

explain it.                    

When Christianity is examined, it's not found wanting – it's found more 

compelling than ever. 

According to recent studies, almost half of all American college students will 

abandon their Christian faith during their undergraduate years. 

  

The reason why? 

  

It would seem to be far more than simple rebellion against an upbringing, or 

honest intellectual exploration. 

  

The Fuller Youth Institute found that almost a third of college students say 

their institute of higher learning is not helpful in keeping or growing their 

faith.  



You will need to be proactive.  You will need to search out other believers, you 

will need to find a place to worship and a ministry to be involved with.  

                                                                                                                                                                 

Most universities would say that examining one’s faith in an intellectually 

stimulating environment such as a college or university should lead to a 

deeper understanding of the theological moorings of a childhood faith. 

But that’s not what is happening. 

 

According to the research of political scientists Robert Putnam and David  

Campbell, “Young Americans are dropping out of religion at an alarming 

rate of five to six times the historical rate 

  

So this August, as you pack up your minivan or SUV to take your son or 

daughter off to college, give them one last word of advice.                                                                                                                        

 

Not about binge drinking or safe sex, money management or proper 

nutrition. All well and good. 

Give them something bigger, something that will last a lifetime and beyond. 

 

Give them a word about their souls, and the importance of a grounded faith. 

  

In just a few hours we will be in Kearney watching our granddaughter walk 

across a stage to receive her high school diploma, next fall she will be headed 

to Lincoln. 

 

The first time really being away from home. It may very well be the first time 

she has ever questioned her faith.                                                                         

 

No doubt it will be the first time her faith will be challenged by others. 

 

And then we pray!  

 

I don’t mean occasionally or when they have a test. Paul tells us: 

1 Thessalonians 5:16-18 New Living Translation (NLT) 

16 Always be joyful. 17 Never stop praying. 18 Be thankful in all circumstances, 

for this is God’s will for you who belong to Christ Jesus. 



 

1) We take great Joy in our graduates and what they have accomplished so 

far. 

2) “Never stop Praying” 

3) Be thankful they have this opportunity. 

 

Parker, Lauren, Jason, Jacob, Tanner and Ian 

 

Remember who you are and to whom you belong. 

 

 

                                                                     AMEN 

 
 

 


